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The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims 



Claims 1-32 (Previously Canceled). 
Claim 33 (Canceled). 



/ 



3^. 



Bntly Amended) An image pickup apparatus oooording to claim 33 , comprising: 



O a protection cover operation device which operates a protection cover 
openable and closabje to protect an image pickup optical system: and 

(B^ \a detection device which detects whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
is in an exterior connect!^ state in v/hich said apparatus is functionally connectable to an exterior 
device. 

wherein said detection ^vice causes said protection cover operation device to open said 
protection cover when said image pdckup apparatus is in the exterior connection state. 

(Currentiy Amended) Ari Vhnage pickup apparatus according to claim -3^, comprising: 
f A^ a protection coverspperation device which operates a protection cover 
openable and closable to protect an image pltokup optical system: and 

(B) a detection device whickdetects whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
is in an exterior connection state in v^ch said app^atus is functionally connectable to an exterior 
device, 

v^iaerein said detection device causes said protecnon cover operation device to close said 
protection cover when the image pickup apparatus comes out of said exterior connection state. 

3^ (Currently Amended") An image pickup apparatus Q<KX)rdipg to olai m43, comprising: 
(A) a protection cover operation device wiiich operates a protection cover 
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openati^le and closable to protect an image pickup optical system; and 

(R ) a detection device \vfaich detects whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
is in an e Arior connection state in which said apparatus is fiinc tionallv connectable to an exterior 
device , 

whereii\aid detection device causes said protection cover operation device to open said 
protection cover ikresponse to input of a signal related to starting of the image pickup bom said 
exterior device. 

( Si^ (Original) An ^paratus according to claim 3^6, wherein said detection device causes 
said protection cover opeAtion device to close said protection cover in response to input of a signal 
related to finishing of the image pickup from said exterior device. 

"'^x^^TcGurrently Amendei^ An image pickup apparatus according to claim 33 , comprising: 
(A^ a protection cover operation device which operates a protection cover 
openable and closable to protect an imape pickup optical svstem; and 

CS) a detection deviW which detects whether or not said image pickup apt>aralus 
is in an exterior connection state in wiiic^aid apparatus is fimctionallv connectable to an exterior 
device , 

wherein said detection device causes sad protection cover operation device to close said 
protection cover in response to input of a signal rtlated to finishing of the image pickup from said 
exterior device. 

V ^9r1[0riginal) An apparatus according to claim 3«, wh^ein said detection device detects 
whether or not the signal related to the finishing of the image pickup is input during a 
predetermined time after the finish of the image pickup opeMion. 
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(Oriffliial) An apparatus according to claim 3^, wherein when said signal related to the 
finishing of the iin^e pickup is not inputted during the predetennined time, said detecting device 
inhibits said protectioiixover operation device from closing said protection cover and continues the 
image pickup operation. 

Claims 41-43 (Canceled). 
^^4<%;urrently Amended) An image pickup apparatus according to claim 33 , comprising: 
( A^ a protection cover operation device which operates a p rotection cover 
openable and cloglable to protect an image pickup optical svstem: and 

\ a detection device which detects whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
is in an exterior connecfipn state in which said apparatus is functionallv connectable to an exterior 
device, 

wherein said detectio^device detects said image pickup apparatus is out of the exterior 
connection state by input of a signal indicating disconnection with said exterior device. 

^^^45f'(Cuirently Amended) An image pickup apparatus according to claim 33 , comprising: 
{PC\ a protection cover operation device which operates a protection cover 
openable and closable to protect an imagevpickup optical svstem: and 

(B^ a detection device wHich detects whether or not said image pic kup apparatus 
is in an exterior connection state in which said apparatus is functionallv connectable to an exterior 
device. 

wherein said detection device detects said im^e pickup ^aratus is out of said exterior 
connection state by a signal indicating electrical discoimWion with said exterior device. 

4^ (Currently Amended) An image pickup apparattis according to claim 33 , comprising: 
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(A) \ a protection cover operation device which operates a protection cover 
openable and closable to tftotect an image pickup optical s ystem: and 

fB^ a detectW device v^ch detects whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
is in an exterior connection state in^ch said apparatus is functionallv connectable to an exterior 



device . 



// 

comprising 



wherein said detection device detects SS^d image pickup sqpparatus is out of the exterior 

Lcal disconnection with said exterior device. 

Claims 47-49 (Canceled). 

^ (Original) An image pickup apparatus functionally connectable to an exterior device, 



connection state by i^ut of a signal indicating m 



(A^s. a protection cover operation device which operates a closable and openable 
protection cover for pr^cting an image pickup optical system; and 

(B) a a^ection device which detects whether or not a signal related to image 
pickup is inputted from a ftinc^onally connected exterior device, said detection device deciding the 
operation of said protection cover^peration device according to result of the detection. 

/ 54 . (Original) An apparatus d^rdrng to cl^ 5p, v/herem said detection device causes 
said protection cover operation device to orcn said protection cover by the detection of input of a 

signal related to starting of the image pickiq) msMn said exterior device. 

5 \ 
^ 5j^. (Original) An ^jparatus according to o^kim 5^, whe^ 

said protection cover operation device to close said protection cover by the detection of input of a 

signal related to finishing of die image pickup. 

' yf. (Original) An apparatus according to claim w^CTein said detection device causes 
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protection cover operation device to close said protection cover by the detection of input of a 
signahfilated to finishing of the image pickup. 

/ ^ ^4!C(0rigirial) An apparatus according to claim 5^, wherein said detection device detects 
whether or not\he signal related to the finishing of the image pickup is inputted during a 
predetermined timev^er the fmish of the image pickup operation. 

^ (Original)\n apparatus according to claim 5^, wherein when said signal related to the 

finishing of the image picki^is not inputted during the predetermined tune, said detection device 
inhibits said protection cover op^ation device fi-om closing said protection cover and continues the 
image pickup operatioit 

/ ^ x56^0riginal) An apparatus acc^ng to claim further comprising a signal processing 
device which converts an optical object picked up by said image pickup optical system into an 
electrical signal for indicating said optical object 



^ ^7r(Qriginal) An apparatus according to claiin s/, further comprising a signal processing 
device which converts an optical object picked up by said nnage pickup optical system into a signal 
for recording said optical object. 

/f y \ 

^ ' ^58r'(briginal) An apparatus according to claim SO, whereinN^aid exterior device includes a 
computer. y/ 

Claims 59-60 (Canceled). 
^ y6ir (New) AnitH^e pickup apparatus comprising: 

a protection coWoperating device, arranged to drive a protection cover which 
opens and closes to protect an image^nckup optical member; 

a detecting device, arrangedV^etect whether or not said image pickup apparatus 
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is conrilpcted to an extCTnal device; and 

a control device, arranged to control said protection cover operating device so that 
when said detecting device detects that said image pickup apparatus is connected to said external 
apparatus anAa signal from said external apparatus is supplied to said image pickup apparatus 
through the detected connection therebetween, the protection cover is opened in response to the 
sigrml supplied ftoki said extemal apparatus. 
^ ' >eir(New) i^ntrol methqd of an image pickup apparatus, comprising the steps of: 
operatinft a protection cover openable and closable to protect an image pickup 
optical system of said imdfee pickup apparatus; and 

detecting whether or not said image pickup apparatus is in an exterior connection 
state in which said apparatus i\ ftinctionally connectable to an exterior device, 

wherein said detemon step causes said operating step to open said protection 
cover when said image pickup apparatus is in the exterior connection state. 

^ ^fiSrTCNew) A control metfiodW an image pickup apparatus, comprising the steps of: 
operating a protection cover openable and closable to protect an image pickup 
optical system of said image pickup apparatus; and 

detecting whether or not said unage pickup apparatus is in an exterior connection 
state in which said apparatus is functionally comectable to an exterior device, 

wherein said detection step causes 3aid operating step to close said protection 
cover when the image pickup apparatus comes out onsaid exterior coimection state. 

^ ^j&4<^ew) A control method of an image pickuto apparatus fimctioTia^ 
an exterior device, comprising the steps of: 
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opera^he a closable and openable protection cover for protecting an image pickup 
optical system of said imag^^ckup apparatus; and 

detecting whether\not a signal related to image pickup is inputted from a 
functionally connected exterior deviceSmd detection step deciding the execution of said 
operating step according to result of the deteMion. 

65. (New) A unit detachable connectable to an appara^ which includes an electric 

power source, comprising: 

a communication device, arranged to transimt electric power consumption , 

information of said unit to said apparatus which includes tiie electric power source; and 

^ - I 

a control device, arranged to effect control so that an operation mode of said unit 
is switched to a mode for reducing power consumption thereof, in accordance with a control 
signal supplied from said apparatus in response to^the electric power consumption information 
transmitted thereto by said communication device. 

66. (New) A unit according to claim 65, wherein said apparatus which includes the 
electric power source is arranged so ^ to b/ dftachably connectable to a plurality of units and 
supply electric power to each of said plurality of units. 

67. (New) A urdtaccordiiigtoyclaim 65, whereui said communication device transmits 
information obtained by said unit to said apparatus in addition to the electric power consumption 
information of said unit 

68. (New) A imit accordmg to claim 67, wherein said uiut is an image pickup unit, and 
wherein the information obtainfed by said unit is an image pickup data of the image pickup unit. 

69. (New) A control method of a unit which is detachably connectable to an apparatus 
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which includes an electric power source, comprising the steps of: 

transmittmg electric power consumption information of said unit to said apparatus 
which includes the electric power sov/c^;/nd 

effecting control so thSj^ oper^t^mode of said unit is switched to a mode for 
reducing power consumption thereof, in accordance with a control signal supplied from said 
apparatus in response to the electric power consumption information transmitted thereto in said 
transmitting step. 
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